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Thc following i.g1 response to the questions you posed to those inattendanoe at the June 26h meeting oo 
"ppointment 

of a water
commissioner for Big and Little cotton*ood Canyons, Millcreek Canyon ,and Parley's Canyon.

I do not represent a water company or systan. I am thc owner oftheold Maxfield Lodge which serves 
"t 

th, aistritution ceirter for water to theIodge and six cabins in the Mule Hollow area. This is a private **;;;.
which has been serving this area since the earlj igsor.

Question #l - what.dg.r your system need; whar do you e4pect fiom theDivision of Warer Rights. ?
As we are a small private system, our needs €ue mini6al. perhaps thegreatest need has already been satisfied by the action to 

"ppoiii" 
*"t",

commissioner wlo {l be independent of-salt Lake city. This will allow fora more even playing field when it comes to water issues. Gven that thewater commissioner wiil be a quasi emproyee of the sate rnginr"r;s ofticealso give's me sorne assunance that the'State Engineer will now be able totake a more active role in the nanagement/ovet.ight of water issues in BigCot0onwood Canyon,

Question #2 -whatshourd be the rore of the water com*issioner, forexamplg should the water commissioner have di; hands_on
re sponsibility for head gates ?

Though I am unaware of any involvement our cornmunity might havewith the issue of headgates, I would expect th;;;r, commissioner toensure that water is distributed/taken in accordance with decrJrights,
e><change agreementr :tr. I suppose trr"t i"rp*ting headgat€s and
measuring devices courd be nandea by rocaf systei water masters with
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affdavits filed with thc water commissioner. The wat.r commissioner wouldhave the authorirv to spot cieck ";f"ii;;; oo *.praints as needed,

Question #3 -How should headgates and measuring devices be maintainedand who should take readings?
Maintenance shourd u'" tn"responsibility ofthe individuar rystemusers or water companies. Agarq 

,yater 
*djp-r could be taken by thevarious water masters dtr prrodic reports fired with tre watercomrnissioner' Perhaps the water commissioner or his deputies should takc abeginning and ending reading Lch yrr, *irt, ioterim readings being takenand reported by the water.iri"rr.

Question #4 - who fr{ f. responsibre for actual derivery of warer?It seems reasonable thai individuJ;# warer masrers would havethe first line ofrespousibility *io th. w"ter *-.ir.ioner beiog involvedwhen complaints arise about the performao". ortn" water master.

Question #5 - who will be accountable for seeing that everyone gets their
TJ#fn"" 

arrocarion of warer? who d" t*;Ji iryou;J;;; e#ra
Again' it seems reasonable for the water m:rsters to have the first lineof responsibility with the *"tri L.missioner or tt e state Engineer,s officegening involved onry ifthe water master's performance is brought into

#::::r 
However, arr requests for exrra *uL, ,ioura go through the water

Question #6'How many commissioners or deputies are needed?I have no e4perience in this area. I suspect that there is somereasonable rever of staffing requircd b"."dilrh,li* or*" system. Myinitial thought is that there-shJ"ru u" oo. *i., Jom*irrioner wirrr severaldeputies simply from a sense tn"init *outJ i, ilor" cost effective.

Question #7 - How should the system be financed? I rccommend that thecosts be shared pro rata based oo tn, ;;ilGht and not on the achraruse' In the case of cites this would account for theil claim of warer for futureuse even though there is no current acfual end user.
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Gven my lack ofexperience in these maffers, I suspect that some ofmy responses might seem a rinre naive. However, i wanted to be responsibrein this matter *d p"tti"ip"t io-tt, prgr"ss. I my qNe, I w'r have to rery on
fl:litffient 

of more e4erience p"opl, *urt * vour"rand members of

Sincerely,

Dave Vanier
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